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These works form a monument to Augustine's courage and ingenuity. But one reads them with a feeling of pity now that Mr. Sayce and other reputable scholars have told us whence these stories were copied.
He then completed his work 'On Music,' a very curious work, showing a bewildering knowledge of the teaching of the time under that head. The first five books deal in a dry and technical way with the definition of music, rhythm, metre, and verse. In the sixth book he suddenly rises to a Pythagorean height of theology. In later years, when a bishop had asked for a copy of this work, he replied that he would send one if he could find one, but he rather hoped he could not. His letters to his friend Nebridius, written at this period, also contain some points of interest, and bring out the more human side of Augustine. He has not yet forgotten how to make jokes, and he has shrewd suggestions still in matters of secular knowledge. Thus, when Nebridius asks why the sun is larger than the stars, Augustine prophetically raises the question of their relative distance from the earth. A letter to a grammarian of his old school-town, Madaura, elicits an answer of less pleasant interest. Maximus had written to plead,ter.'e treatise he rejects all cultus of saints or martyrs:— Non sit nobis religio cultus hominum mortuorum.iracles until years afterwards.
